
Ph
ot

o 
by

 G
re

g 
Jo

ne
s

Bur Oak Award winners John Barnes and Kel Mattice.
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John Barnes, DVM, and Kel Mattice are this year’s Bur Oak Award recipi-
ents. Their property, the 200-acre Prairie Spirit Wildlife Sanctuary, was a 
working farm when John purchased it in 1972. “We transitioned the farm 
from dairy, to beef, to crops and pasture rental, and finally to a restora-
tion,” says John. 

Restoration was on John’s mind from the start because the parcel incorpo-
rated so much diversity. “We have oak savannas here with very old trees. It 
is unusually diverse for the area,” says John. There are different soil types 
and water retentions. The ecotypes range from dry southern forest, upland 
dry prairie, mesic plateaus, wetlands, and black oak barrens. 

John immediately appreciated the possi-
bilities for restoration because his father 
had been the first Director of Natural 
Areas in Indiana. John and his older 
brother traveled with their father and 
got to see the projects he was involved in. 
“He was an inspiration,” says John.

The first phase of the Prairie Spirit restoration was timber stand improve-
ment on 40 acres that had been logged 45 years before, working to maxi-
mize the white oak, black oak, red oak, and hickory.

“Prairie restoration is     
an experiment and an art. 
It’s important to share.”

cont. page 11, see BUR OAK



Greetings,

In reflecting back on 2020, rather 
than rehashing all the challenges 
and surprises, I choose to dwell 
on everything we were able to 
celebrate and accomplish togeth-
er. Take, for example, the inspir-
ing commitment and dedication 
exemplified by John Barnes and 
Kel Mattice, the recipients of this 
year’s annual Bur Oak Award for 
excellence in private lands stew-
ardship. Or the fact that, with a 
handful of modifications, we were 
able to continue our ecologist site 

visit program. In 2020, BMAP Out-
reach Ecologist Micah Kloppen-
burg visited 20 separate landown-
ers on their properties to provide 
customized support and guidance 
on restoration efforts.  

2020 was a year the board of direc-
tors focused on a series of timely 
efforts to improve our tools and 
systems. We debuted a brand-new 
website in October. If you haven’t 
visited it yet, please do!  It is chock 
full of information on stewardship 
and restoration. It is also built on 

a new platform, making it simpler 
for us to update and maintain. 
And in the spirit of streamlining 
our processes and minimizing 
the time we spend on administra-
tive tasks, we switched to a new 
membership database software 
and swapped out our old annual 
membership plan for a calendar 
year schedule.

In terms of financials, 2020 saw 
a 25% increase in revenue and a 
13% increase in expenses relative 
to 2019. We are carrying a cash 
balance of approximately $18,000 
into 2021, which represents about 
a year of operating expenses. 
Looking ahead, we are excited to 
expand the ecologist’s role to sup-
port more outreach and education 
opportunities, and more support 
for private landowners. We are 
also exploring partnerships with 
other local organizations.

This newsletter also marks several 
transitions for the Blue Mounds 
Area Project board of directors. Af-
ter four years of service, Jennifer 
Thieme is stepping off the board as 
her family moves to Michigan for 
new professional opportunities. 
We wish Jen the very best, and are 
extremely grateful for her MANY 
contributions, which included 
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Amy Alstad, President
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A New BMAP 
Class Offering!

Are you inter-
ested in reading 
the landscape 
of Southern WI? 
Would you like to 

improve your plant identification 
skills?

This NEW Natural Communities 
of Southwestern WI class is an 
exclusive opportunity for BMAP 
members to work on plant ID, and 
become familiar with the plant 
communities of southwestern 
Wisconsin. Regardless of botanical 
background, as a learning co-
hort, our pooled knowledge will 
both improve the proficiency of 
our most novice members and 
strengthen that of the most expe-
rienced. 

WHAT 
Organized and led by Botani-
cal Club of Wisconsin members 
Kevin Doyle, Mary Ann Feist, and 
Stephanie Lyon, this class series 
is designed to welcome people of 
all levels of botanical and eco-
logical expertise. During the first 
three class days, we’ll identify the 
broader characteristics that define 
a natural community before look-
ing closer at the plants commonly 
found in them. For the fourth 

Micah Kloppenburg

Ecologist’s Report
Micah Kloppenburg BMAP Ecologist

President’s Message
Amy Alstad, BMAP President

cont. page 3, see ECOLOGIST

cont. page 3, see PRESIDENT

In 2020, Micah visited 20 
separate landowners.
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Making an Impact 
with Phenology
by Doug Hansmann

Our NEW website: bluemounds.org

BMAP’s monthly eBulletin for an-
nouncements, habitat restoration 
tips, and more: 

bluemounds.org/ebulletin.html 

BMAP’s Facebook page for events 
and environmental news:

facebook.com/BMAPcommunity

BMAP’s Facebook group for sharing 
photos, ideas, and activities: 

facebook.com/groups/BMAPcom-
munity

PRESIDENT from page 2

BMAP ON LINE

“Phenology is a very 
personal sort of science. .... 
Keeping records enhances 
the pleasure of the search. ”
- Aldo Leopold

serving as board secretary, on the 
Events Committee, and as co-chair 
of the strategic planning task force 
focused on our internal systems 
and sustainability.

We are accepting nominations for 
new members on our board of 
directors. If you or someone you 
know might be interested, please 
contact me at info@bluemounds.
org, and I’d be happy to explore 
whether this might be a good fit.

Finally, having served out my two-
year term, I am stepping down as 
president of the board, and am 
very pleased to share that Doug 
Hansmann will succeed me as 
president. Having already brought 
a fresh set of energy and ideas to 
BMAP, Doug will be an excellent fit 
for this leadership role, and I will 
remain on the board through the 
end of 2021 to provide continu-
ity and ensure a smooth transi-
tion. I’m grateful to have had the 
chance to lead Blue Mounds Area 
Project, and I will forever admire 
this organization for being a scrap-
py and results-oriented group with 
incredibly dedicated members and 
a knack for making a big impact 
on a small budget.

ECOLOGIST from page 2

and final class day, we’ll put our 
expertise to work by conducting a 
working inventory of plant species 
of one or more habitats at a BMAP 
member’s property.

STRUCTURE

Each day, we will examine a par-
ticular natural community under 
three separate lenses: ecology, 
plant identification, and plant pol-
lination; ending with an opportu-
nity for unstructured botanizing 
and questions. Classes begin at 
9am and formally end at noon, 
though everyone is encouraged to 
stick around for a sociable — yet 
socially distanced — bag lunch.

The date and location for the 
capstone plant inventory day at a 
BMAP member property will be 
finalized following registration. 
Your participation in this fun day 
is not required, though we’ll wel-
come your support!

SCHEDULE

All classes are from 9am - noon

Saturday, May 15 – Southern mesic 
forest at Blue Mounds State Park 

Saturday, June 19 – Prairies at 
TPE’s Mounds View Grassland 

Saturday, July 10 – Oak Savanna at 
Pleasant Valley Conservancy  SNA

July 17 or 24 – Capstone inventory 
at a BMAP member’s property

HOW TO REGISTER

Registration is $50 and limited to 
10 participants. Registration opens 
April 15th at noon and closes April 
29th at noon. Register on our web-
site at https://www.bluemounds.
org/natural-community-class.

 To fairly select participants, we 
will randomly draw 10 names 
from the pool of registrants once 
registration closes. We will also 
maintain a waitlist. The $50 class 
fee will only be requested and pro-
cessed once final participants have 
been selected. 

Questions? Contact BMAP at (608) 
571-4501 or lindamillunzijones@
gmail.com

cont. page 5, see PHENOLOGY

When Aldo Leopold, Rachel 
Carson, and a great many of their 
peers were teenagers, “they were 
exposed in their schooling to an 
early environmental education 
program called the Nature Study 
movement,” says Stanley Temple, 
Senior Fellow and Science Advi-
sor to the Aldo Leopold Founda-
tion, and emeritus Beers-Bascom 
Professor in Conservation in the 
Department of Wildlife Ecology 
at UW-Madison, a position first 
held by Leopold. 

“Through a nation-wide program 
administered from Cornell Univer-
sity, lesson plans were mailed with 
the objective of getting students 
out of the classroom and into 
nature to record and interpret the 

things they were observing. One of 
the popular exercises was keeping 
phenological records of what they 
saw,” says Temple.

Phenology is the study of the 
timing of seasonal, natural phe-
nomena based on ecological and 
climate-based forces. In A Pheno-
logical Record for Sauk and Dane 
Counties, Wisconsin 1935 - 1945, 
Leopold and Sara Elizabeth Jones 
wrote that “keeping records en-
hances the pleasure of the search, 
and also the chance of finding 
order and meaning. Phenology 



may be especially important 
in agricultural systems where 
buffers, living fences, and other 
small habitat areas can serve as 
stop-offs between major preserves 
This is where your yard can make 
a difference. Resources on pol-
linator gardens are everywhere.     
(See links below.)

Examples across the country 
highlight the importance of small 
prairie “feeding stations” within 
urban areas. Florida has seen a 
recovery of the rare Atala butter-
fly. Once thought extinct, they are 
now relatively common in south 
Florida — a region pockmarked 
with suburban and urban cen-
ters — all because people planted 
a native plant, Zamia integrifolia, 
the only plant Atala lay eggs on in 
their yards. (See link below.)

This summer my first-year flower 
garden was dominated by sun-
flowers of varying size and scale, 
native plants in the aster family 
flowering throughout the summer, 
and a variety of colorful annu-

als. I selected these specifically to 
provide sources of seeds in the fall 
and nectar throughout the grow-
ing season, because my meadow 
planting was not yet established.   

The abundance of birds, butter-

In October 2019 I relocated to a 
home in Dodgeville on a corner lot 
with a large side yard. This past 
year, I have been slowly convert-
ing my yard into garden beds for 
food, native plants, and medici-
nal herbs. Postcard, or yoga-mat, 
prairies in town are well worth 
it. They educate, provide joy, and 
add value to the local community. 
In this world of increasing risks 
for our migratory feathered and 
winged friends, they also secure 
something greater: Stop-overs. 
Rest spots. Re-fueling stations. 

Reconciliation ecology explores 
ways to increase biodiversity in 
human-dominated landscapes. 

Increasing wildlife habitat in 
human-dominated systems not 
only increases in situ biodiversity, 
it also aids in the conservation 
of surrounding protected areas 
by increasing connectivity 
between habitat patches. This 
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Reconciliation ecology 
explores ways to increase 
biodiversity in human-
dominated landscapes.

From Blank Slate  
to Wildlife Oasis
by Cindy Becker

flies, and native bees that feasted 
in my garden included yellow 
swallowtails, monarchs, goldfinch-
es, sparrows of all kinds, bumble 
bees, honey bees, and native bees. 
One year ago, it was a dead zone 
of monoculture grass with no 
structure, no perches, no nectar, 
and no seeds. My yard was a pass-
over, not a stop-over.

Early last summer a neighbor 
strolling by commented, “You row 
cropping your front yard  now, 
eh?” I beamed. I’m using a mixture 
of straw and yard clippings on 
some beds, black plastic on others, 
and light applications of Roundup 
elsewhere. All of these prepara-
tions yield different results, and 
can be practical options depending 
on the scale of the planting, tim-
ing, and your patience. 

HOW TO PREP 

Straw and yard clippings smother 
and soften the soil, but require 
nearly a full year before planting. 
Black plastic works best when 
placed in early spring for the 
duration of the growing season. 
In most cases, this will result in 
the die-off of above-ground and 
below-ground growth by late fall. 
When time is of the essence, an 
herbicide application can kill both 
above- and below-ground growth 
on larger sections of grass within a 
month’s time. Once the grass dies, 
use a garden rake to scrape shal-
lowly into the soil.  

You can source seeds through local 
native nurseries and/or collect 
seeds yourself. When collecting, 
always: use sustainable harvest-
ing techniques, stay away from 
remnants, get permission from 
private landowners, and be sure 
to inquire into harvesting rules 
specific to state and federal lands. 
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My front yard at the end of the first year.

Prep options depend on 
the scale of the planting, 
timing, and your patience.

My yard was a pass-over, 
not a stop-over.

cont. page 13, see OASIS



In Memoriam 
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This winter, former BMAP President Paul Ohlrogge made a 
donation to BMAP in his wife Lalay’s name. Lalay passed away 
from cancer last May. Paul shared these reflections: “Lalay really 
liked the BMAP mission and outreach efforts. She enjoyed the 
get-togethers, even when we folded and stapled newsletters. She 
found the summer outings to be a great show-and-tell time. She 
learned so much about prairies and grasslands. The kids mar-
veled at how much she knew, for there is nothing like this in the 
Philippines. Perhaps it was the teacher in her because she really 
enjoyed learning more than anything.” 
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transects all ordinary biological 
professions. Whoever sees the 
land as a whole is likely to have an 
interest in it.”  

Phenology has ancient roots. Leop-
old and Jones included this Solo-
mon 2:12 passage from 974 B.C. 
that “cuts across three sciences, 
then not yet born: meteorology, 
botany, and ornithology.”

For, lo, the winter is past, 

The rain is over and gone:

The flowers appear on the earth;

The time of the singing of birds is 
come

And the voice of the turtle is heard 
in our land.

Only strengthening this ancient 
example of phenology, Solomon’s 
verse also references a fourth 
branch of science — herpetology.

Record-keeping inspired by the 
Nature Study movement gave 
ordinary Americans a greater 
appreciation of the intricacies of 

the natural world. “For school kids 
growing up in that period, it was a 
popular activity, and many people 
kept doing it for the rest of their 
lives,” says Temple. “The tragedy 
is that many of these records were 
never preserved. When grandpa 
died — he’s got all these notebooks 
that got thrown out”.

Born in Ohio in 1884, A.W. “Bill” 
Schorger was three years older 
than Leopold. He came to Madison 
in 1909 for a job at the U.S. Forest 
Products Lab, and later, joined 
the nearby Burgess Laboratories, 
studying the properties and uses 
of various species of trees. 

He retired early to pursue his pas-
sion. He had been fascinated with 
birds and natural history since 
his elementary school days, when 
the Nature Study movement was 
in full swing. Working along-side 
Leopold, and Leopold’s Beers-Bas-
com Professor academic successor 
(and my teacher) Joseph Hickey, 
among others, Schorger eventu-
ally became a Professor of Wildlife 
Management at UW-Madison. His 
1,465 pages of field notes span 59 
years, from 1912 to 1971, and are 
among the best kept early-Wiscon-
sin phenological records.

While you or I aren’t likely to keep  
records quite up to Schorger’s 
standards, with some new-found 
dedication, we can all participate 
in, and even advance the knowl-
edge of the who, what, where, 
when, and why of how nature 
proceeds; from day to day, year to 
year, and decade to decade.

Phenology has never been more 
important. Critical current appli-
cations include: management of 
invasive species and forest pests; 
and assessment of the vulnerabil-
ity of species, populations, and 
ecological communities to ongoing 
climate change.

Fortunately, it’s also never been 
easier to both learn from and 
contribute to the knowledge base 

cont. page 11, see PHENOLOGY

PHENOLOGY from page 3



In the first of this past winter’s 
BMAP Conservation Conversation 
lectures, Rich Henderson, a well-
known regional prairie expert, 
shared his experience on convert-
ing former fields to prairie. Hen-
derson holds two degrees from 
UW-Madison and has 40 years of 
experience managing natural ar-
eas, including 34 years on the staff 
of the Wisconsin DNR. For the last 
two decades he has been an ex-
tremely active volunteer and held 
leadership roles in the Wisconsin 
Chapter of The Nature Conser-
vancy and The Prairie Enthusiasts. 
Here are Henderson’s four keys to 
a successful prairie

1. Select the right species. 

2. Achieve good seed-soil contact 
to maximize germination.

3. Control competition — sunlight 
helps seedlings get established.

4. In general, fall is the best time 
for planting prairie seed. Once 
the seed is ripe, the sooner you 
get it on the ground, the better 
(except for some of the dominant 
warm season grasses, which are 
best planted in late spring).

“Fall seeding is best overall be-
cause frosts will work seed into 
the ground,” says Henderson. He 
has not found spring burning to 
kill the fall-sown seed. “Just don’t 
burn so late in the spring that you 
kill off any freshly-germinated-
seedlings. Wild seed has a lot of di-
versity. They may take six years to 
germinate, which is an advantage. 
If you seed in a bad year, it means 
all the seeds are not lost.” 
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Converting       
Cool-Season Sod 
to Diverse Prairie                 
45 years of trial, error,                     
and observation
by Denise Thornton

is essential. It will  get the neces-
sary sunlight to the seedlings.”

Fire is essential when inter-
seeding into cool-season sod. “It 
weakens the cool season grass 
over time,” says Henderson, “and 
removes the litter. It may take two 
or three years of burning to get all 
that old litter off the soil before 
you can start inter-seeding.”

Frequent fire results in a minimal 
release of weeds from the seed 
bank compared to killing the sod. 
“It’s proving very successful on 
dry, mesic sites,” he says. “On wet 
mesic sites, it takes longer. We 
need more research there.”

Henderson says you need to be 
very careful about late spring 
burns. “The later you burn, the 
more you weaken cool season 
grasses, but late spring burns can 
kill off prairie seedlings from the 
previous fall’s planting. They can’t 
take fire at that stage.” Henderson 
advises scheduling burns in a typi-
cal year in southern Wisconsin no 
later than April 20.

Inter-seeding requires heavier 
seeding at least two years in a 

PREPPING THE SOIL

“Tillage is not usually advised. It 
can damage the soil structure that 
may have taken decades to cre-
ate,” says Henderson. “Tilling can 
also release weed seeds from the 
seed bank. Once they are exposed 
to the light, they are off and run-
ning. If you plant any native plants 
there, you will lose them.” 

Totally killing the existing sod 
with herbicides is also not advised 
by Henderson because it can also 
release the weed seed bank. “My 

personal observations are that 
spraying may result in less diver-
sity in the long term. However, 
low-dose spraying to weaken the 
sod can help — especially if you 
have really productive soils. Also, 
if you have a site that is congested 
with a weed invasion, light spray-
ing may be the best way to begin,” 
says Henderson. 

“The more productive the soil, the 
more low-dose spraying can help,” 
Henderson says. “Inter-seeding 
works more slowly on productive 
soils. It’s a balancing act. If you 
can add a low percentage glypho-
sate one time in September, you 
will weaken the sod substantially, 
without releasing the weeds in the 
seed bank. Once you start burning 
and inter-seeding, it’s harder to go 
back and control those weeds.”

Henderson adds, “Combined with 
late spring fires, some grass-specif-
ic poisons can go after reed canary 
grass, but it’s a very slow process.” 

INTER-SEEDING PLUS FIRE

Inter-seeding is Henderson’s pre-
ferred method. “This requires fre-
quent fire,” he says. “There is no 
way around it. Almost-annual fire 
will be needed for the first 10-15 
years. “Haying can come close to 
the fire effect by getting the nutri-
ents and litter off the site, which 
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Inter-seeding requires frequent fire.

”Tillage is not                
usually advised.”

cont. page 10, see PRAIRIE



A prairie garden is a landscape 
full of life, according to Susan 
Carpenter, Wisconsin native plant 
gardener at the UW-Madison 
Arboretum. In a recent BMAP-
sponsored winter lecture, Carpen-
ter highlighted that “compared to 
a traditional lawn, a native garden 
is full of diverse living things. As 
soon as you put in native plants, 
you will see more forms of life and 
activity in your yard.”

“Native gardens are sustainable,” 
Carpenter added. They are mostly 
perennials and will not be the 
same over time because weather, 
management, and other conditions 
affect them. “You don’t need to 
replace or add more plants, unless 
you want to. They are maintained 
with low inputs such as fertilizer 
or herbicides, and you do not need 
to mow or water, except when 
planting. But,” she added with a 
smile, “you can still weed.”

Native gardens draw from the 
surrounding landscape and are 
often motivated by a specific inter-
est such as prairies, butterflies, 
hummingbirds, or art and design. 
Whatever point they start from, 
they will build in richness.

Beginners can find free, down-
loadable native garden plans 
created by professional landscape 
designers for many eco-regions, 
taking into account various light, 
soil and moisture conditions, at 
the Wild Ones. (See link below.) 
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As soon as you put in 
native plants, you will see 
more forms of life and 
activity in your yard.

How to Add            
a Native Garden  
to Your Yard
by Denise Thornton

All native gardens are of their 
place. They are inspired by local, 
native flora. “You can look at a na-
tive garden and know what region 
you are in, because it is adapted 
to the local soils and climate,” 
Carpenter said. 

These gardens are always chang-
ing throughout the year, the 
season, and even a single day, in 
terms of what insects you are see-
ing and what is blooming. They 
will always provide interest. 

“Start with a few favorite plants,” 
Carpenter suggested. “And match 
the plants to your site. You may 
think you know the site well, but 
we are looking at it in a new way. 
The details matter.”

Is the soil sandy or heavy? What 
times of day is it shady? Does it 
have a slope — which direction? 
Will water pass through, or pool in 
heavy rain?

Carpenter suggested working with 
shorter grass varieties such as 
June grass, little bluestem, sideoats 
grama, and prairie dropseed. You 
can add accent flowers among 
them, such as hairbells, black-
eyed susans, shooting star, prairie 
phlox, and prairie smoke. 

“It’s a trade-off. A short native 
garden may need a little more 
weeding,” Carpenter warned, “es-

pecially at first because more sun 
is getting to the disturbed ground 
around each seedling.” Carpen-
ter recommends planting prairie 
plants a foot apart, but suggests 
that you can add more seedlings 
over time for more density.

In dappled shade, Carpenter rec-
ommended plants like woodland 
phlox, bishop’s cap, wild gerani-
um, and maple-leaved alum root.

In any yard, there can be many 
different micro-climates. Car-
penter gave an example from 
the Arboretum. “Along the north 
side of our visitors’ center, we 
first planted geraniums, golden 
alexanders and columbine. But by 
the downspout, a clump of bell-
wort is flourishing because it is 
damp there. If it had been planted 
farther out with the columbine, it 
would not be doing well at all.”

Carpenter suggested defining and 
using your microclimates. “Note 
how plants respond. If they aren’t 
doing well in one spot, try them in 
another.” 

cont. page 13, see GARDEN

One thing native gardens 
all have in common is that 
they are of their place.

UW-Madison Arboretum native plant garden.
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“When we think about wildlife 
conservation, pandas and blue-
birds come to mind, but we should 
conjure up images of the many in-
vertebrates that are so important 
to life on this planet. The fate of 
the world’s insects is inseparable 
from our own fate,” said Karin 
Jokela. Jokela, the Farm Bill Pol-
linator Conservation Planner with 
the Xerces Society, spoke at the 
third BMAP 2021 Winter Lecture. 

Jokela is also a partner biologist 
with the Natural Resource Conser-
vation Service (NRCS) who pro-
vides tech support to land owners 
in Minnesota and Wisconsin. 
“That means I can help you design 
pollinator-friendly seed mixes 
and help you navigate Farm Bill 
programs for financial assistance,” 
she said.

Xerces Society for Invertebrate 
Conservation, approaching its 
50th year, focuses its efforts on 
invertebrates and their habitats. 
Invertebrates are animals without 
a backbone. Within the Animal 
Kingdom, more than 95 percent 
are invertebrates. 

ESSENTIAL INVERTEBRATES ARE 
IN DECLINE

Invertebrates recycle nutrients 
above and below ground, turning 
plants into food for other species. 
They also help plants reproduce 
by moving pollen from the male 
anther to the female stigma on 
flowers. They are an ecological 
keystone, helping more than 85 
percent of flowering plants fruit 
and bear seeds. “Pollination and 

the resultant fruit is essential for 
wildlife and ecosystems in gen-
eral,” Jokela said. 

Pollinators support human nutri-
tion as well, including 35 percent 
of crop production worldwide, 
representing $217 billion of our 
food. Most of our vitamins and 
minerals come from crops that 
must be pollinated.

Yet, 40 percent of invertebrate 
pollinator species may be at risk 
of extinction in the coming years. 
Many are in steep decline. For ex-
ample, the rusty patched bumble 
bee has experienced 87 percent 
range loss. In Southwestern 
Wisconsin, it is the first federally-
listed, endangered bumble bee. 
“Their population has crashed,” 
said Jokela.

Bees are the most efficient and im-
portant pollinators. Because they 
tend to stick to the same kind of 
flowers over and over again, they 
make sure that the right pollen 
gets where it needs to. 

“Bumble bees and honey bees are 
a small part of all the bees out 
there,” Jokela noted. “Honey bees 
are not at risk of extinction. They 
are managed by humans. Nectar is 
provided for them.” In fact, Xerces 
has a literature review showing 
that honey bees in natural areas 
eat the pollen of native flowers, 
and that can hurt native bee popu-
lations.  

LAND MANAGERS NEED TO 
THINK ABOUT BEE NESTING      
BEHAVIORS

“What we need to focus on are 
the native bees that really are in 
danger of extinction. They are 
adapted to work with many kinds 
of flowers and they have different 
ways of carrying pollen. They are 
dependent on native wildflow-

The fate of the world’s 
insects is inseparable    
from our own fate.

Protecting Our         
Native Pollinators
by Denise Thornton

To maintain a diversity  
of bees, you need a         
diversity of plants.

ers, and to maintain a diversity 
of bees, you need a diversity of 
plants.”

Among native bees, about 70 per-
cent are ground nesters and the 
other 30 percent are stem-tunnel 
nesters. Stem nesters depend on 
wild flowers for nesting sites. “We 
need to provide and protect their 
nests,” said Jokela. “Nest protec-
tion is as important as wild flower 
availability when we are trying to 
build habitat.”

“We see solitary native bees col-
lecting pollen. They spend several 
weeks to several months deposit-
ing pollen and nectar into their 
nest cells. The egg then hatches 
and consumes that pollen.” Stem 
nesters pack a little mud in the 
stem, then add some pollen, and 
lay an egg on it. “Bees need to for-
age pretty close to their nest,” said 
Jokela because it can take over a 
thousand trips to provision one 
egg cell. “These bees are not mak-
ing huge colonies. Some lay only 
10 to 20 eggs in their life time.”

“Some people think they’ve met 
ground-nesting bees, and it did 
not go well. But it is more likely 
they have met social wasps who 
live in the ground,” said Jokela. 
“Solitary ground-dwelling bees are 
not defensive. They are very timid. 
“They have the ability to sting, but 
if they do they harm themselves.”

You don’t need to scrape and 
expose soils to provide ground bee 
nesting sites, according to Jokela. 
“We can see ground-nesting bees 
better in open areas, but there are 
a lot of native bees that will nest 
on the ground in vegetated areas. 
Management for them would be 
to burn a little less frequently. 
Ground nesting bees are more 
insulated from fire. Some bees 

It can take over 
a  thousand trips to         
provision one egg cell.

cont. page 12, see POLLINATORS
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As of the beginning of the year, 
new and renewing BMAP mem-
bership terms will match up with 
the calendar year. 

This change simplifies our record 
keeping, streamlines our member-
ship appeal and renewal messag-
ing, and minimizes time spent 
on administrative tasks, allowing 
more time for promoting our con-
servation and education mission. 

If you have renewed your 
membership, any time since 
October 1, 2020, you are 
a BMAP member in good 
standing for 2021. If you 
haven’t renewed your mem-
bership for 2021 yet, please 
consider doing so. 
Going forward, reminders will be 
sent out from October through 
Spring, encouraging you to renew 
your annual membership — and 
inviting newcomers to join us — 
as part of a yearly  membership 
campaign. Regardless of when you 
submit your renewal donation, 
whether it is the last quarter of the 
closing year or the first three quar-
ters of a new/ongoing year, your 
membership will expire at the end 
of the calendar year.

We gratefully appreciate 
your continued support!

If you have any questions or 
concerns about your membership, 
please contact Micah, the BMAP 
Ecologist at ecologist@blue-
mounds.org or (608) 609-0349.

BMAP EVENTS
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We’re planning to hold three property tours this summer, with pandemic-
appropriate safety precautions in place. Attendance will be limited to 15 
registrants per tour, determined by lottery.      Sorry, no potlucks this year!

You can register to attend on the BMAP website (www.bluemounds.org). 
Questions? email lindamillunzijones@gmail.com or leave a message on the 
BMAP office phone (608-571-4501).

Date:     10am June 5th                                                                                                 
Hosts:     Lynn & Jane Knutson                                                                                                             
Location:  6001 Blue Ridge Road, Barneveld
This 70-acre property contains a diverse mix of restored southern dry-me-
sic woodland; a remnant dry, postage-stamp prairie; and a well-established 
planted prairie. Much of the oak woodland has been burned with excellent 
results. The dry, hilltop prairie remnant was acquired in 2014, and since 
that time Lynn and Jane have been working hard to eliminate woody in-
vasives. The remnant, which was once tilled and later used as pasture, still 
supports a number of desirable native species including hoary puccoon, 
leadplant, milkwort, pale spike lobelia, sky blue aster, Indian paintbrush 
and New Jersey tea.

Date:     10am June 19th
Hosts:    Mike Samuel and Nancy Thomas 
Location:   440 State Road 78, Mount Horeb
Mike and Nancy manage 66 acres of woods and restored prairies in the 
Town of Perry. For the past 20 years they have been working to create 
native prairies, manage for oak woods, and control invasive plants. Their 
property includes a dry, sandy goat prairie, sedge meadow, and a diversity 
of native plants. 

They recently established a conservation easement on 50 acres and plan to 
start an endowment fund for future management. In the fall of 2020 Mike 
and Nancy planted their last cool season grass field to pollinator habitat.  
One of their main goals is to maintain and improve oak woodlands and 
wildlife habitat. 

Date      10am July 10th
Host:     Jim Elleson
Location:   4681 CTH JJ, Black Earth
This 105-acre property has a variety of ecotypes including wetland and  
sedge meadow along Vermont Creek, various prairie plantings, oak wood-
land, and savanna restoration in-progress. On our tour we’ll see some of 
the results of 25 years of management including regular prescribed burn-
ing, slow-but-steady invasive species control, and inter-seeding native 
species.

Be sure to check out Ecologist Micah Kloppengburug’s Column on page 2 of 
the newsletter for details on the new ‘Natural Communities of Southwestern 
Wisconsin’ class offering

 --- Summer 2021 BMAP Property Tours --- Attention BMAP Members: 
Membership Status Update



the insects’ perspective, burning 
means more nectar, pollen, and 
seeds. Even for the 40 percent that 
are reduced, it’s often a case of 
short term loss for long term gain 
because of the increase in resourc-
es made available.”

“Most native prairie plants are ef-
ficient users of nitrogen,” Hender-
son says, adding another benefit of 
fire. “The more you burn, the less 
available nitrogen there is, and 
over time, this gives a competitive 
edge to native plants that need less 
nitrogen. Legumes are all nitrogen 
fixers, and they have a competitive 
edge when burned regularly.”

Henderson was asked how much 
seed to sow. “Sow as much seed 
as you can get your hands on. You 
need to be light with a few aggres-
sive species like some grasses and 
sunflowers. Don’t go overboard 
with yellow cone flowers or black-
eyed susans, but I can’t imagine 
having too much shooting star or 
blue-eyed grass.”

The general rule of thumb, Hen-
derson says, is 40 seeds per square 
foot. “Diversity takes time. Some 
remnants are thousands of years 
old, and the recovery of a prairie 
to its original state may take centu-
ries. If you don’t get all the diver-
sity you want, just keep planting 
other species.”

RESOURCES:

Plant species composition of Wis-
consin prairies: 

https://digicoll.library.wisc.edu/
cgi-bin/EcoNatRes/EcoNatRes-idx?t
ype=header;pview=hide;id=EcoNat
Res.DNRBull188

IMPORTANCE OF INSECTS

Henderson speculates that high 
floristic diversity in the original 
prairies was encouraged by small 
mammals but also that insects, 
then and now, make a bigger 
impact. “We probably had 2,000 
insect prairie specialists, some of 
whom ate only certain plant spe-
cies.” Milkweed and monarchs are 
a good example. However there 
are 10 other species of insects who 
specialize only in milkweed. The 
insects keep milkweed in check.

Another example is rosin weed, 
which is considered aggressive. 
“But in high-quality remnants 
and really mature plantings, rosin 
weed does not overrun them be-
cause there are six moth species 
that really go after rosin weed,” 
he says. “These are the checks and 
balances. There are also parasitic 
insects that attack plant-eating 
insects. There are very complex 
interactions of species affecting 
diversity. We are still just scratch-
ing the surface on this.”

Henderson acknowledges the fire/
insect dilemma — especially when 
you are dealing with a remnant. 
“When you burn grasslands, about 
30 percent of insect populations 
increase, about 30 percent are 
unaffected, but about 40 percent 
of species are reduced following 
the fire. Some insect species are 
eliminated, but some just have to 
rebuild their population. He says 
that the vast majority of that 40% 
that have been reduced in number 
have rebounded by the end of the 
season. A small percentage take 2 
years to recover and a really tiny 
percentage might take 3 years.”

The rarest insect species are most 
at risk when burning remnants. 
When turning a field into prairie, 
the odds of having those at-risk 
insect species are exceedingly low 
unless planting next to a remnant.

“The upside when you burn,” Hen-
derson notes, “is you get a tremen-
dous increase in flowering. From 
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row because growing conditions 
are different every year, and it is 
a slow process. “You have to be 
patient with inter-seeding,” says 
Henderson. “It can take 30 years 
or more to get close to the diver-
sity of original prairie.”

RESTORATION TIMELINE

“In the first one to three years, 
prairie seedlings may be there, 
but they are too small to notice. In 
years four to six, you will see some 
slow increase of prairie plants,” 
he continues. “Years seven to nine 
is when you start to get a rapid 
turnover in the mix of prairie 
plant species. At 10 years or more, 
the diversity really starts to take 
off, and there won’t be much sign 
of the cool season grasses that 
originally dominated the site.”

Henderson adds the caveat that if 
you back off on the frequency of 
fires, after three years, you will 
see the cool season grasses mak-
ing a comeback. “The process of 
restoring prairie on the site of cool 
season grasses is not like working 
with original remnants, (where 
you can get away with burning 
less often) because cool season 
grasses are still relatively intact,” 
Henderson warns. “You will be 
fighting these grasses for decades, 
but the more you burn, the more 
you’ll suppress them.”

Some native prairie grasses can 
become too dominant. Henderson 
advises those who have big blue 
stem issues to experiment with 
grass-specific herbicides. “They 
won’t kill it, but they will weaken 
it.” He also suggests cutting and 
removing dominant grasses from 
mid July thru mid August. “That 
stresses the big grasses and gives 
the forbs an opportunity.”

PRAIRIE  from page 6

The rarest insect species 
are most at risk when 
burning remnants.

“After 10 years or more, 
the diversity really starts 
to take off.”



the most inclusive land trust we 
communicated with.” 

“Most people don’t realize the Hu-
mane Society does this,” he notes. 
“They are involved in projects in 
the Grand Canyon and other cor-
ridors out west, but they started 
off as mostly nature preserves on 
a smaller scale like ours.”

John and Kel suggest that people 
who have invested their effort 
in restoring land consider a land 
trust. “Land stewardship is what’s 
important,” says John. “Land own-
ers may come and go, but to keep 
the stewardship in place and ac-
tive — that is what really matters.”

“The name Prairie Spirit is in-
spired by pre-European settlement 
times.” says Kel. “We have lost so 
much of the pre-existing land-
scape. That is where we get our 
direction.”

John and Kel are working on the 
cusp between two futures for 
their area. “Where we are on 
Spring Rose Road is in Springdale 
Township,” says Kel. “The other 
side of the road is Verona Town-
ship where they have done away 
with their agricultural land use 
and preservation guidelines, and 
development is booming over 
there. The pressures are heavy on 
Springdale Township. We are try-
ing to support preservation-orient-
ed people in our leadership.” 

Symbolizing persistence in the 
face of adversity, the bur oak 
is a central part of our region’s 
dominant native plant community. 
John and Kel have shown great 
persistence and leadership in their 
pursuit of prairie and woodland 
restoration, and BMAP is proud to 
add them to our roster of Bur Oak 
Award recipients.

BUR OAK  from page 1

“We have some remnant prairie 
here,” John says. “We were en-
couraging it early on, but I wasn’t 
deeply knowledgeable. It was pret-
ty minimal at first — just trying to 
do some burning and keep some 
of the brush out. We work with all 
the early surveyor records and are 
trying to get back to a pre-Europe-
an settlement environment.”

“Over the years, BMAP volunteers 
have helped us burn, and we are 
thankful for that,” says John. “I 
think it takes community support 
to really maximize individual res-
toration efforts.”

John and Kel have hosted several 
BMAP property tours and two seed 
propagation workshops at their 
barn, providing seed gathering op-
portunities for workshop partici-
pants on their prairie. 

Over the years, they have helped 
other BMAP members with burns 
and shared chemical mixing ad-
vice as well as techniques for deal-
ing with invasive plant problems.

“The main way to learn about 
restoration is through experi-
ence,” says John. “We always have 
enjoyed sharing what we feel 
works here. That is something that 
BMAP encourages — talking with 
others about what has worked for 
them, including practices, planting 
procedures, and limited herbicide 
use. Prairie restoration is an ex-
periment and an art. It’s important 
to share.” 

“We love BMAP because the tours 
and potlucks connect people in a 
deep way,” says Kel.  “BMAP seems 
well suited for this kind of give 
and take.”

In 2000, they partnered with the 
Humane Society of the United 
States to conserve their Prairie 
Spirit Wildlife Sanctuary. “We de-
cided it was the best national land 
trust. Their goal is total protection 
of all the native creatures and 
features,” says John. “They were 

PHENOLOGY  from page 5

generated by observers of nature. 
We can ensure that our records 
advance a long-term understand-
ing instead of ever having our 
notes thrown out, like ‘grandpa’s’.

Two stand-out organizations  pro-
mote online uploading of observa-
tions: “The 800-pound gorilla of 
citizen science is eBird”, says Tem-
ple, and “The National Phenology 
Network monitors a broader range 
of species and natural events. 
They both provide an opportunity 
for you to contribute observations 
to help create a bigger picture.” 
(See links below.)

A bike ride out into the southern 
Wisconsin countryside in the 
1970’s always provided me with 
Meadowlark observations. I’d 
hear both Easterns and Westerns. 
Since those days, both species, and 
especially the Western Meadow-
lark, have experienced significant 
declines in numbers.

Over the intervening years, 
especially with landscape frag-
mentation and a changing cli-
mate, record keeping has become 
increasingly important. “It’s a lot 
more than just timing seasonal 
events. There are also chang-
ing patterns of where things are 
found. If you layer on top of that 
what’s happening with habitat 
availability and habitat quality, 
things that we were accustomed to 
in the past just aren’t part of Wis-
consin’s natural history anymore,” 
says Temple.

So maybe it’s time to establish a fa-
vorite spot, make regular observa-
tions and then upload your data. 

“BMAP ... tours and 
potlucks connect people  
in a deep way.”

cont. page 14, see PHENOLOGY
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POLLINATORS from page 8

nest fairly deep in the soil, but 
most are too small to go deep. For 
those,  haying (not just mowing) 
is a better management technique 
because it lifts dead vegetation off 
the site.”

On the other hand, stem nesters 
are much more vulnerable to fire. 
Though some nests using old bee-
tle bore holes are safe on edges of 
burn areas, any bee nesting above 
ground is at risk from fire. It can 
take several years for stems to be 
used. For example, if a bergamot 
flowers this year and breaks off, in 
the next season a bee might find 
that stem, nest in it, and emerge in 
2023. 

“It’s the prairie paradox,” Jokela 
said. “Pollinators prefer nectar 
plants that respond well to fire, 
while pollinators themselves are 
vulnerable to fire.” She recom-
mends burning no more than a 
third of foraging and overwinter-
ing habitat at a time and allowing 
at least three years between fires 
on a site. Try to manage fire dur-
ing the dormant season from mid-
October through mid-March.

BUMBLE BEES AND BUTTER-
FLIES 

While bumble bees represent only 
one percent of pollinators, they 
are essential. Some bees need cer-
tain plants and some plants need 
certain bees. Any pollinator can 
access the pollen right on the sur-
face of a stiff goldenrod, but other 
plants like bottle gentian have re-
stricted access. “It take a big bee to 
pry that flower open and move its 
pollen around,” said Jokela. “If you 
lose the specific pollinators, you 
will lose the plants that depend on 

them.”

Eight percent of all wild flowers 
are primarily pollinated by buzz 
pollinators like bumble bees and 
other native pollinators. Examples 
include shooting stars, pitcher 
plants, and flax lilies.

The bumble bee life cycle is dif-
ferent from other native pollina-
tors in that only the hibernating 
queens overwinter. They emerge 
in the spring and begin looking 
for a nesting site. It is important 
that they can find good foraging 
resources around their nest. “They 
are especially vulnerable in the 
spring and fall,” said Jokela. “The 
whole bumble bee population 
relies on them. I have encountered 
them nesting in the litter of a big 
bunch grass, and they have been 
found in former rodent nests — 
they are looking for warm and 
cozy.”

The Wisconsin Bumble Bee Bri-
gade (find link below) is a great 
way to learn about bumble bees 
and get involved in citizen science 
on a regular basis. The informa-
tion you help collect gets fed into 
Fish and Wildlife data.

“Butterflies and moths can also 
pollinate,” adds Jokela. Xerces has 
a great book, Gardening for But-
terflies. She also recommends the 
Native Plant Finder for location-
specific info. (See links below.)

The Ecoregional Revegetation 
Application (ERA) is a searchable, 
printable, revegetation map-
ping and plant database. This 
online tool is useful for identify-
ing native plant species by ecore-
gion and has been developed with 
an emphasis on workhorse species 
for creating robust pollinator habi-
tat. It shows how many butterflies 
and moths are dependent on spe-
cific plants. (See link below.)

This allows you to filter and create 
great seed mixes for your site. You 
can fill in some gaps in a prepared 
seed mix. Sometimes adding two 
more plants might attract 30 more 

caterpillars, and that means more 
birds as well.  

“When we add more plant diver-
sity, and especially different plant 
families, we will attract and sup-
port more invertebrate diversity,” 
Jokela said. “Try to get as much 
diversity in your planting as pos-
sible.’

It’s important to learn some native 
pollinator identification tech-
niques so you can do more effec-
tive conservation. “If we under-
stand them, we can make better 
habitat for invertebrates,” said 
Jokela. “Attracting Native Pollina-
tors is a good book for that.”

RESOURCES 

To reach Jokela: karin.jokela@
xerces.org

Wisconsin Bumble Bee Brigade: 
https://wiatri.net/inventory/bbb/

There are many resources avail-
able at https://xerces.org/resources 
including: Upper Midwest Citizen 
Science Monitor Guide Native Bees

Attracting Native Pollinators  https://
www.storey.com/books/attracting-
native-pollinators/#

The Ecoregional Revegetation Ap-
plication (ERA) https://xerces.org/
node/726

“If you lose the specific 
pollinators, you will       
lose the plants that 
depend on them.” 
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WHEN AND HOW TO PLANT 

Hand-sow your collected seeds 
in early winter, before any ma-
jor snowfall but after the ground 
freezes. Use a hard rake to scarify 
the ground and break up the dead 
grass. Use moist sand or peat moss 
as filler to ensure even coverage.  

The seeds of some species will 
naturally clump if you have col-
lected your own seed or are using 
seed with chaff. Native plant nurs-
eries provide great information 
on how to estimate the amount of 
seed needed per square foot in a 
planting. For people new to grow-
ing wildflowers in a meadow or 
prairie setting, I suggest going with 
a basic seed mix appropriate for 
your soil type rather than attempt-
ing your own mix from scratch.  

WHAT TO EXPECT

First-year maintenance includes 
hand weeding of left-over grasses, 
and a bloom of new weeds, like 
bristly fox tail, dandelions, and 
bouncing bet. But weed cautiously, 
as new little prairie sprouts will be 
coming up. I recommend trim-
ming your planting back to six 
inches of growth throughout the 
summer, and only hand pulling 
the grasses and the specific weeds 
that your experience tells you will 
quickly become aggressive.   

My first-year result was a showing 
of black-eyed susans, plains core-
opsis, whorled milkweed, purple 
prairie clover, Illinois bundle 
flower, partridge pea, purple cone-
flower, indian grass, big blue, little 
blue, and side oats gramma. Now, 
I’m looking forward to expanding 
my prairie plantings in year two.    

RESOURCES:

https://monarchjointventure.org/
get-involved/create-habitat-for-
monarchs

http://wiatri.net/projects/mon-
archs/pdfs/UrbanAreaTips.pdf 

https://www.fws.gov/savethemon-
arch/community.html 

https://xerces.org/pollinator-
conservation/pollinator-friendly-
plant-lists 

https://www.hortmag.com/gar-
deners/saving-atala-butterflies-
success-story

To learn more about pollinator 
ID and plantings, visit the Sout-
hern Driftless Grasslands website: 
www.driftlessgrasslands.org.

GARDEN from page 7

A common challenge for garden-
ing with native plantings in town 
is the complaint from neighbors 
that their garden looks messy, 
and out of control. “We want our 
gardens to communicate that they 
are intentional and that they have 
value,” she said.

She suggested defining a native 
area with a line of mulch between 
the lawn and garden so viewers 
understand it is intentional. “An-
other way is to place interpretive 
signs, such as Pollinator Habitat, 
but the best way may be talking 
with people and sharing seeds 
with them,” she said. “That can be 
very powerful.”

Carpenter offered a number of tips 
for beginning native gardeners.

1. Maximize the number and 
diversity of native plants in your 
landscape. Pack them in there.

2. Get a seasonal succession of 
flowers that vary in form, color, 
and the type of seeds that can be 
used by different animals.

3. Plant native species — not culti-
vars or hybrids. Cultivars are pro-
duced by selective breeding, and 
hybrids by crossing two different 
plants. Unfortunately, insects and 
animals may not be able to use 
cultivars or hybrids. A good source 
of native plants is the Friends of 
the Arboretum plant sale, which 
will be online this year with curb-
side pickup. (See link below.)

4. Avoid pesticides, especially sys-
temic insecticides that remain in a 
plant’s tissue. Make sure nursery 
plants have not been pretreated.

5. Keep it wild; incorporate logs or 
rocks, retain leaf litter and buf-
fer areas. Avoid landscape fabric 
or rocks for mulch. Instead plant 
more densely.

6. Leave plant material standing 
over winter. Trim it in the spring, 
or explore the possibility of a 
spring burn.

7. Document your garden — both 
plants and animals. Upload photos 
of bumble bees to Wisconsin Bum-
ble Bee Brigade. (See link below.) 
“We have about 12 species of bum-
ble bees in southern Wisconsin, 
and some of them are endangered. 
The way to see that your garden is 
developing in a good way is to look 
for color, movement, and noise. 
If it has these three things, you 
are doing well,” said Carpenter. 
“Look for the color of flowers. See 
the movement of a butterfly, and 
listen for the sound of birds.”

RESOURCES:

Wisconsin Bumble Bee Brigade:  
https://wiatri.net/inventory/bbb/

Wild Ones guide to creating beau-
tiful home landscapes: https://na-
tivegardendesigns.wildones.org.

Friends of the Arboretum plant 
sale:  https://foamadison.org 
 

OASIS from page 4

In any yard, there can be 
different microclimates.

If collecting seeds 
yourself, always use 
sustainable harvesting 
techniques.
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Thank You, New and Renewing Members and Donors in 2020

Lynn & Jane Knutson   Sara Guyer & Scott Straus  
Patrons

Sponsors
Maggie Jones    Sandra Cannon
Christine & John Coffin   Brende Hofer & Dennis Steadman
Jim & Rose Sime    James Zerwick
   Supporters
Mike & Ann Albert    Jon Aleckson
Jane & Mike Balch     Raymond Becker   
Caroline Beckett & Frank Sandner  Janet & Michael Brandt
Susan & Steve Carpenter   David Cordray & Debra Noell
Rebecca Christoffel & Andrew Wiilliams Dennus Fitzsimmons 
Ruth Ann Francis & Jim Puralewski  Kay C. Gabriel
Sharon & Warren Gaskill   Stephen & Aimee Gauger
Erik & Nancy Goplin   Jerry Goth
Frank Grenzow    Tracey & Scott Gross
Patrick Handrick    Gail Van Haren
Greg Jones & Linda Millunzi-Jones  Barbara Larson
Jim Lesniak & Shelly Armstrong  Vern & Sylvia Lowell
David Marshall & Wendy Weisensel  Michael McDermott
Bob Novy & Jan Froelich   Lynn Nyhart & Tom Broman
Karen Oberhauser    Meg Pekarske & Ely Woyke
Thomas Raife    Erik Ranheim
Jack Saltes    Andrea Schleifer
Doug Steege & Kris Euclide   Ruth Ann Schmitt
Denise Thornton & Doug Hansmann  Ken Wade & Pat Trochlell
Bruce & Lisa Wachholz   Peter & Lynne Weil
Paul Williams    Carla Wright
Gary & Connie Jo Zwettler

Contributors
Mike Anderson    Bob & Elaine Becker
Cindy Becker    Paul Boutwell
Doug & Carol Dalton   Vern & Betty Drape
Susan Eisele    Hildy Feen
David Frankson    Jim Harrington
Palmer & Lydia Haynes    Jerome & Jackie Helmenstine
Chris Hofmann    Sarah Hole
Harriet Irwin    Lee & Rosemary Jones
Jan Ketelle    Darcy Kind
Robert Laeser    David Lucey
Lori Midthun-Mitchell   Donald Osmund
Jean & Brian Parks    Wayne & Jackie Pauly
Jim & Marie Pecquex   Bryan Richards
William Sonzogni    Mark Sturnick
Jennifer Thieme    Neale & Vicki Tollakson
David Wilken    Bill Wisler
Deborah Zindiak 

Basic Memberships
Sarah & David Aslakson   Jennel & Mark Ballering
Jim Bennett & Janet Moredock   Dan Bohlin
Emily Buckingham   Grace Casey
Alan Colvin    Ward Deiter
Tim and Linda Eisele   Sadie Esser
John Fetters    Scott Fulton & Karen Agee
Pam & Craig Heilman   Garth & Carol Hermanson
Mayme Keagy    Asenath La Rue
Douglas Lloyd & Laurie Derse  Rita Mahoney
Kathleen & Charles Marn   P.T. McMahon
Susan Maia McNamara   Perry & Betheny Pickhardt
Beth Rahko    Mary Rosenthal
Jon & Jennie Shaw    Jerry Simmons
Barbara Smith    Jane Smith
Sandie & David Stanfield   Jan & John Swartz
Eric Udelhofen & Amy Alstad   Linda Welch
Beth Whitaker    Scott Wiener
Laurie Yahr & Rich Kahl    Kerri Collins, Student Member

PHENOLOGY from page 11

While Spring may be the highlight 
of the phenology year, data from 
throughout the year are valuable.

Whether it’s a rare first-of-the-
season sighting, or a last observa-
tion — just when do Juncos leave 
the Driftless every Spring — de-
veloping or upping your phenol-
ogy practice is a great way to            
contribute to our understanding 
of the surrounding countryside. It 
can help keep an up-to-date, big-
picture perspective on risks threat-
ening our local native populations 
and ecotypes. And it may just 
influence your own best manage-
ment practices for controlling 
invasive species.

RESOURCES

Here are two great links for up-
loading your phenology records:

eBird https://eBird.org/

The National Phenology Network 
https://www.usanpn.org/usa-na-
tional-phenology-network



Our Mission:
The Blue Mounds Area Project is a community–based organization that seeks to 
inspire, inform, and empower private landowners in the southwestern Wiscon-
sin region to enjoy, protect, and restore native biodiversity and ecosystem health. 

Our Objectives:
1) Promote understanding, appreciation and conservation of native woodlands, 

prairies, wetlands and savannas and their special species in an economically 
viable manner, through community outreach programs and private contacts.

2) Act as a clearing house for information from people and organizations  
involved in preserving native biodiversity including information about plant, 
animal and habitat identification, management, restoration, seed sources,  
native plant nurseries and invasive, nonnative species.

3) Encourage cooperative, volunteer restoration and management activities.

4) Identify public and private land use changes that may affect ecosystem 
health and promote community–based stewardship of the unique natural 
heritage of the Blue Mounds and the southwestern region of Wisconsin. 

 
The Blue Mounds Area Project Newsletter is published three times yearly. 
We welcome your comments, submissions, and advertisements. 

Deadlines for submissions:  
Fall Newsletter       — August 15, 2021
Winter Newsletter — November 1, 2021
Spring 2022 Newsletter  — March 1, 2022 
 
Newsletter editor: Denise Thornton
contact Denise at: thornton.denise@gmail.com

 
Blue Mounds Area Project Membership Form

Name(s):  

Address: 

City: State:  Zip:   

E-mail address: 

Membership Status: 

m Renewal m New Member m Gift Membership for

Membership Level: 

m Student $15 m Basic $30 m Contributor $50  m Supporter $100 m Sponsor $500 m Patron $1000  
m Other contribution to further the BMAP mission  

TOTAL    
Make check payable and return to: Blue Mounds Area Project, PO Box 332, Mount Horeb, WI 53572

m Yes, I would like to receive information about site visits.

**Thank you! Your contribution is tax deductible to the extent allowed by law.**

 
BMAP Board of Directors

Doug Hansmann, President

Carroll Schaal, Treasurer 

Amy Alstad
Greg Jones
Linda Millunzi-Jones

Micah Kloppenburg, Ecologist 

ecologist@bluemounds.org
 
 

If you are interested in  
assisting or volunteering 
with the Blue Mounds Area  
Project, please contact us at: 

info@bluemounds.org 
608-571-4501
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IS YOUR MEMBERSHIP UP TO DATE?

“Like music and art, love of nature is 
a common language that can transcend 
political or social boundaries.”

       — Jimmy Carter

 
 

Please check the address label to see if it’s tme to renew your membership. 
If you are receiving a complimentary copy, please consider joining.

 

Blue Mounds Area Project Spring 2021 Newsletter 

>> Check out our new, improved website!

 

www.bluemounds.org


