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If you have not yet explored the iNaturalist website, I recommend that  
you do so. Developed in 2008 for a Master’s thesis, it allows users to submit  
observations, photos and/or sounds of living things from locations through-
out the world. It is owned by the California Academy of Sciences. As of May 
1, 2018, there had been over 9,000,000 observations of over 160,000 species 
by over 240,000 users.

There are a number of curators who oversee the site in general, but IDs  
are made via crowdsourcing. There are pros and cons to this method.  
Some clicks of the ‘Agree’ icon may be courteous gestures, simple guesses  
or misidentifications. However, the pros far exceed the cons. This site does 

not delete imperfect photos, has no 
location parameters, and thus far 
has no limitations on the number of 
photos for each species. iNaturalist 
also has an image-based automated 
species identification tool, which is 
remarkably accurate at times. Even  
if the species suggested is not correct, 
it provides a list of likely candidates.

There are a good number of filtering options that make it easy to get data 
such as locations of species or new submissions from certain families. For 
example, I have saved a favorites link that brings me directly to any new  
Oecanthinae (tree crickets) submissions. I began using iNaturalist in March of 
this year, and spent nearly a month reviewing over 1,600 photographs of tree 
crickets. This actually turned out to be an ideal way to review tree crickets on 
the site, since I was better able to remember other photos for comparisons. 

cont. page 8, see iNATURALIST
Please check the address label for your membership expiration date.
If you’re receiving a complimentary or trial copy, please consider joining.

Benefits of the 
iNaturalist Website
Nancy Collins, Author of All About Tree Crickets

Observations include:
  

Who you are.
Need an iNaturalist account.
 

Where you saw it.
Coordinates of where it was.
 

What you saw.
Select a group of organisms such as butterflies. 
Community can help with id if you include evidence.
 

When you saw it.
Date when you saw it.
 

Evidence of what you saw.
Photo or sound. 
Community can help id or confirm identification. 

Observations include:
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Fig. 1 - Studying an herbarium sheet. 



This past summer 
I had the pleasure 
of walking fifteen 
properties ranging 
across the four-
county area (Dane, 
Iowa, Lafayette, 
and Green) within 
the Blue Mounds 
Area Project  
membership region. 
Each property  

differed in size (ranging from 2 –  
150 acres) and covered the breadth 
of habitats that make-up the two 
ecological landscapes that stretch 
across southwestern WI: the 
Southwest Savannas and Western 
Coulees and Ridges.  

I am most familiar with the prairie 
uplands of the Western Coulees and 
Ridges as my Master’s thesis took me 
to the dry, hillside prairies of western  
Wisconsin. Traversing the 30- to 
40-degree slopes of pocket-sized 
remnant prairies along the Kickapoo 
River, I studied how these prai-
ries changed in shape and size as 
woodland encroachment continued 
across 75 fire-suppressed-years 
from 1938 - 2015. These prairies are 
located on lands of low economic 
value defined by their steep slopes 
and sandy, rocky soils; characteristics 
that protected them from direct  
human degradation and exploitation.  
As a result, these dry prairies 
continue to exist in the present day 
though they are significantly smaller 
in size and cover only 7% of their 
initial 1938 extent. 

As time elapsed, woody trees and 
shrubs slowly grew into and above 
the prairie area greatly limiting the 
available light and fundamentally 

changing the prairie plant com-
munity. In the absence of fire these 
prairies have gradually transitioned 
into closed woodland and without 
restoration intervention, in another 
20 years, these prairies are likely to 
fully disappear into woodland and 
with them their unique and diverse 
flora and fauna. 

The resilience of these dry, hillside-
knobs to harbor prairie remnants 
is one primary reason why conser-
vationists are always on the lookout 
for those thin soiled, steep sloped, 
knoll topographies. Across the Drift-
less Area, so many more remnant 
prairies may yet exist if we just look 
for those isolated, prairie openings 
along the wooded ridges. For this 
reason, I always get excited at the 
potential discovery of a dry prairie 
remnant when a site visit and walk 
leads up towards a rocky ridgeline 
or knoll.

Hard to believe the 2018 season is 
drawing to a close. Of all the things 
2018 might be remembered for 
one will surely be the weather and 
record amounts of rainfall. On the 
bright side I would say BMAP had 

another successful year. Ecologist 
Micah Kloppenburg got off to a 
great start quickly getting oriented, 
supporting our mission and  
conducting 15 site visits. You can 
read about some of his first year 
impressions further inside this 
copy of the newsletter. Also, you’ll 
find accounts of our last 2 events 

of the summer. Once again, our  
monthly Thursday evening prop-
erty tours and potlucks were a big 
hit! Looking forward, the winter 
talk schedule is also included. 

Your Board has been steadily doing 
long range visioning this year to 
help guide BMAP’s direction in  
the coming years. Facilitated by  
Director Jennifer Thieme, we’ve 
been boiling down the world of  
possibilities and challenges facing  
private land conservation and 
giving consideration to our niche 
in the scheme of things. ”How do 
you eat an elephant? One bite at a 
time.” We’ve been following that 
old adage exploring different roles 
for BMAP and identifying modest 
achievable steps we can take to  
better engage our member land-
owners. Without changing what 
we’ve been successful at, such as 
site visits, one of our clear goals is 
to provide more dynamic, on-going 
support to increase management 
activity. You know, all the stuff that 
comes after a site visit!

One way will be to enhance our 
communications. Our new “Have 
You Tried” column is one example 
of providing continuous prompts 
and encouragement in little bites. 
Changes will be coming to our  
BMP-list serve and the newsletter  
too adding options for more regular 
topic specific email communica-
tions. Summer and winter programs 
will be continued but augmented 
with more workshops and “how-
to” opportunities for learning.  
A more detailed explanation of  
our plans will be presented at the 
Annual Meeting on February 28th. 

In the meantime, enjoy your  
holidays and check out one of  
our winter events. Thank you for 
a great year and most importantly, 
your memberships and donations. 
Please take a minute to check the 
mailing label for your member-
ship renewal date and think about 
BMAP in your annual giving.  
Your ongoing support to BMAP  
is what keeps our programs going 
and growing.
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Greetings from  
the Blue Mounds  
Area Project Board  
of Directors

Micah Kloppenburg

Ecologist Report
Micah Kloppenburg, BMAP Ecologist

cont. page 7, see ECOLOGIST



Rain had been threatening all  
day. As I drove southwest, the  
sky grew increasingly darker and  
I grew increasingly regretful that  
I’d forgotten my rain jacket.  
I feared the gloomy forecast  
combined with a destination  
located well off the beaten track 
might make for low attendance  
at the third and final property tour 
and potluck of the season.

Luckily, my fears were misplaced. 
More than 35 people attended our 
August tour at Plowshares and 
Prairie Farm, located northwest of 
Argyle. 

The rain was just beginning to fall 
as farmer and host Scott Laeser 
kicked off the tour. Our first stop 
was at a wetland scrape. This small 
pond had been recently installed 
with Natural Resource Conservation 
Service funding. Surrounding the 
pond was a sedge meadow that up 
until recently had been dominated 
by reed canary grass. Scott ex-
plained how several years of spring 
burns had set back the reed canary 
grass and made space for a strong 
recovery of native sedges and forbs.

Next, Scott led the group towards 
the vegetable fields. He and his 
wife, Chelsea Chandler, sell local, 
certified-organic produce to con-
sumers via weekly CSA (community 
supported agriculture) boxes as 
well as at the Fitchburg farmers 
market. A few lucky tour attendees 

got to try a Sun Gold cherry tomato 
fresh off the vine as Scott described 
some of the farming practices he 
and Chelsea employ to ensure 
their operations are sustainable 
and environmentally friendly. For 
instance, as soon as a crop is done 
producing for the season, the spent 
stalks are mowed down and cover 
crops are planted to prevent soil 
loss, reduce weed growth, and 
replenish nutrients. 

The rain started to intensify as we 
moved past the veggie fields and 
towards a patch of remnant prairie. 
Plowshares and Prairie Farm has 
remnant prairie as well as planted 
prairies enrolled in the Conserva-
tion Reserve Program on their 75 

acres. Scott described some of the 
direct benefits this native habitat 
has on their farming operations, 
including an abundance of pollina-
tors and other beneficial insects 
whose help in reducing pressure 
from various crop pests is particu-
larly welcome on an organic farm.

The patch of remnant prairie is 
a true gem. Approximately three 
acres in size, it boasts a wonderful 
diversity of dry mesic and mesic 
prairie species, including bastard 
toadflax, western sunflower, Hill’s 
thistle, New Jersey tea, and prairie 
drop seed, to name a few. The 
population of Hill’s thistle is the 
only known remnant population 
present in Lafayette County.  
During our tour, the rosinweed, 
rough blazing star and stiff  
sunflower were in full bloom.

Chelsea, Scott, and Scott’s father, 
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August Tour of 
Plowshares and  
Prairie Farm
By Amy Alstad
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Scott Laeser, host and co-owner of Plowershares and Prairie Farm.
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It started to pour as the group walked across the remnant prairie.

cont. page 7, see FARM



V21 N3   — 4 —  BMAP Newsletter

“You mean honeysuckle is not a  
good thing?” This was just one of 
many surprising lessons Kris and 
Penny Kubly learned as they began 
their journey in prairie restoration.  
Nearly 20 years later, over two 
dozen BMAP members joined the 
couple on their hilltop-to-streamside 
prairie to explore and appreciate the 
outcome of their work during the 
mid-July BMAP Potluck Excursion.

Most of the prairie lies on what was 
once Penny’s family’s farm, as well 
as a hilly area that the New Glarus 
school system chose not to acquire 
when building new facilities next 
door. The Kublys have a long-
standing appreciation for nature, 
one they’ve nurtured in their kids 
and grandkids. For example, they 
reward their grandchildren when 
they identify a new plant to spe-
cies or when they find a monarch 
caterpillar! This expanse of natural 
communities was the perfect place 
to demonstrate their appreciation 
for the natural world in a tangible 
way. Around 2000, they planted 
100 acres of prairie, thinking that 
it wouldn’t be much work. Shortly 
thereafter, ecological consultant 
Mike Anderson toured the site and 
“burst that bubble,” Kris laughed.

Prairie restoration was neither  
fast nor easy. Honeysuckle was not  
native; neither was garlic mustard;   
and bankside boxelders were not 
benefitting the quality of the trout 
stream. But with the bad news 
came the good: native plants were 
scattered throughout the site, the 
rocky and rolling landscape would 
support a diversity of plant com-
munities and BMAP could offer 
guidance to improve habitat. 

Kris stressed his most important 
lesson through all his restoration 
endeavors: “Get good advice and 
prioritize your work.” Through  
the good advice of quality environ-
mental consultants, BMAP  
ecologists, and friends, Kris and 
Penny made drastic improvements 
that kept this Potluck Excursion 
audience exploring until dusk. 

The tour began next to yesterday’s 
orange nailed to a feeding perch. 
“For the orioles?” asked a guest. 
“Yes,” replied Kris casually. “Orchard 
orioles. They’re here about every 
day.” Now that’s not your ordinary 
urban Baltimore oriole, but rather 
an oriole of savannas that is on the 
rise in Wisconsin in part due to 
restorations like the Kubly’s. 

Next came a stop at the “Whorled 
Headquarters,” an extensive stand 

of whorled milkweed where the 
group found monarch eggs,  
caterpillars, and adult butterflies.  
If Kris and Penny keep rewarding 
the grandkids for finding monarch 
caterpillars, the Whorled Head-
quarters might bankrupt them!  
The crowd climbed until reaching 
the site’s namesake: Four Oaks 
Farm. The view of New Glarus,  
the brewery, and serpentine con-
tour strips was breathtaking, but 
could barely pull the audience’s 
eyes from the display of native 
wildflowers and grasses on site. 
Cup-plant towered over a robust 
medley of bee balm and black-eyed 
susans; big bluestem seedheads 
were just beginning to emerge. 
Kris told of the downy gentian 
found a decade ago down the 
hillside, and how they calculated 
if they achieved a similar density 
across the property, they’d be the 
proud stewards of a million downy 
gentian plants! Ten years after 
broadcasting seed from the original 
patch, they had two new plants; a 
testament to the time and patience 
necessary in such restorations.

From the hilltop, hikers chose their 
own adventure: journey to the 
trout stream with David Cordray, 

Good Advice
Jennifer Thieme, BMAP Board

Penny and Kris Kubly
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cont. page 8, see ADVICE

About 35 acres have been converted to prairie.

Ph
ot

o 
by

 Ju
lie

 R
aa

sc
h



BMAP Newsletter — 5 —  V21 N3

...A Site Visit (or two or three!) 
with BMAP’s Ecologist? 
As we land stewards well know our 
woodlands, wetlands, and prairies 
can change a lot over the years 
and our land management plans 
need to adapt to those changes. As 
restorations mature you may have 
new questions and ideas for your 
property and plant community(s);  
new plants, both exciting and  
aggravating, may push forth; and/
or new management techniques 
may become more appropriate 
to employ. In all, you (as the land 
steward) may be looking for an 
update to your management plan, 
a refresher on plant ID, or even just 
a brainstorm and discussion to talk 
shop on all things conservation. 
Well... there’s some exciting news! 
The BMAP ecologist is available 
and excited to take-on follow-up 
site visits for all members who 
have not had a site visit in the past 
3 years.

Email the ecologist at ecologist@
bluemounds.org to add your name 
to the 2019 site visit list!

...Attending a Saw Safety Class? 
Our Wisconsin winters are the 
primary season for canopy clear-
ing restoration work. Chainsaws, 
brush-cutters, loppers, and hand-
saws get put through their paces 
clearing woody shrubs from  
the understory and removing 
crowding trees from the oak and 
hickory woodlands and savannas. 
(Remember to treat those stumps!). 
So much of this work is best  
accomplished as a team; and, with 
your family and friends lending 

a helping hand, there is no better 
assurance to their safety then to 
attend one of the chainsaw training 
classes offered around the BMAP 
region. In addition to safety, you’ll 
learn and become familiar with 
various sawyer strategies that will 
help make this intensive winter 
work calmer by building your 
efficiency and precision; and, by 
keeping your chainsaw sharp and 
in working order. Chainsaw classes 
are intermittently offered or ad-
vertised for the public through the 
following groups (amongst others):

• Aldo Leopold Foundation:  
www.aldoleopold.org/calendar

• Kickapoo Woods Cooperative: 
kickapoowoods.org

• WI DNR Urban Forest: dnr.wi.gov/
topic/UrbanForests/events.html

• Try searching “chainsaw classes” 
and your county (e.g. ‘Dane’) to  
see if local conservation chapters  
or public agencies (like Dane 
County Parks) are offering classes. 
Certified instructors will also  
offer group rates if you and your 
neighbors are interested.

...A Foam Tip on Your Spray Bottle?
Quart size spray bottles are a 
landowner mainstay for apply-
ing herbicide to control invasive 
plants. They’re inexpensive and 
their small size allows you to mix 
small amounts of herbicide to use 
as needed. But their spray pattern 
doesn’t adjust very well for preci-
sion application. Treating a small 
diameter cut stem, for example, 
often results in overspray when 
using the spray setting or dribbling 

and overspray when using the 
stream setting. 

I avoid these problems by fitting  
a piece of foam to the nozzle.  
The foam is from a foam paint 
brush which is available from any 
paint or hardware store. They’re 
inexpensive, less than 50 cents 
apiece in a multi-pack. I usually  
use a one inch width for treating 
narrow cut stems and a wider size 
for treating foliage. 

To outfit a nozzle with a foam tip, 
simply remove the foam brush 
from the handle it’s attached to  
and slide it over the nozzle (see 
photo). Some brushes have a 
plastic stiffener inside the foam 
that I prefer to remove. You may 
want to shorten the foam so it will 
be less floppy. Secure the foam 
to the nozzle with a piece of wire 
that’s twisted tight. Even with the 
foam attached you can still screw 
the nozzle in and out to adjust how 
much herbicide enters the foam 
with each pump and to close the 
nozzle when you’re done. 

I’ve found this tool works really 
well for treating cut stems, but it 
can also be used to selectively  
wipe herbicide onto foliage.

Have you tried…
From BMAP members
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A very detailed field guide with 
excellent color photos, detailed com-
ments, microscopic spore characters,  
and up-to-date scientific names.

Fungi are important plant symbionts  
(both beneficial and pathogenic), 
as well as significant degraders and 
recyclers of carbon.

Most naturalists have a good handle 
on identifying the local animals 
and plants, but with the exception 
of those eagerly hunted as edibles, 
our native fungal communities are 
often overlooked. 

This is understandable since most 
of the mass of fungi other than 
those that form lichens exists as 
microscopic threads or hyphae hid-
den in the soil or organic material. 
Only the above-ground macrofungi 
are visible as mushrooms or other 
fruiting bodies, and even these 
only seasonally.

This book identifies fungal fruiting 
bodies to species based on visible 
characters as well as habitat (wood 
type, associated trees, fruiting 
season). It includes over 400 com-
monly found species of Wisconsin’s 
fields, forests, and woodlands.

About this Book
The book is 6” by 8.5” by 1” thick, 
600 pp with a flexible moisture-re-
sistant cover. It weighs a little over 

two pounds and is sturdy enough 
to carry in a collecting basket.

The inside front cover has a picture 
key to the fungal fruiting bodies;  
the inside back cover details mush-
room growth stages, cap shapes and 
margins, gill attachment types and 
spacing, stem shapes, veils, and sur-
faces. The back cover also includes 
a ruler with centimeters and inches.

Not all fungi are gilled or pored 
mushrooms, and the book divides 
fungi into eleven groups including:  
pored mushrooms, shelf fungi; toothed  
fungi; club, coral, and fan fungi; puff-
balls, earth stars, stink horns, and 
birds nest fungi; and jelly fungi.

The top of each page is color-coded 
to one of these fungal categories. The  
first page within each category further  
divides the group into sub-groups 
and genera. There are simple keys 
to defining characters of the genera 
within each category, but the author 
confesses that many collectors prefer 
to thumb through a guide until they 
find a similar looking fungus.

Gilled mushrooms are separated 
into four spore-color groups:  
1) pale, 2) pink or pinkish brown, 
3) brown, or 4) dark. Spore color 
is handy for identification, but just 
as separating plants into “Yellow-
flowered” versus “Red-flowered” 
these are not natural groups.

Each species receives a full-page 
description, and up to a half-page 
clear color photograph showing  
aspects of fungal specimens in 
their native habitat. 

Comments provide more informa-
tion about possible look-alike species  
and information on edibility when 
appropriate. *DO NOT use a book to 
tell if a mushroom is poisonous!

Very few are, but toxic mushrooms 
can be deadly and very similar in 
appearance to safe mushrooms. Fur-
ther details are provided for experi-
enced collectors, such as “Chicken of 
the Woods (Laetiporus sulphureus) 
can cause vomiting if eaten with 
alcohol when it is grown on black  
locust or a conifer, but not if it is 
from cherry, maple, oak or beech.”

For those who will be doing more 
detailed identification, the book 
includes details for microscopic 
spore observation. A seven-page 
glossary as well as resources for 
further information are provided 
at the end. 

Fungal Nomenclature
Scientific names for fungi are  
presently undergoing substantial  
revision as new information  
becomes available, such as characters  
from DNA sequences. Current  
research shows that some characters  
vary depending on the environment,  
or which other organisms are  
associated with a fungus.

This guide provides the full scientific 
name, or the specific epithet for each 
species including the genus (capital-
ized), species, and the authors who 
have named it. A fungus may change 
species name, or a species may be 
reclassified into a different genus.  
Including authors’ names is important  
to clarify those with any disagree-
ments between authorities.

The guide provides an important 
and current update to revised names  
and new family-level rearrangements 
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Book Review

Mushrooms of the 
Northeastern  
United States and 
Eastern Canada  
by Timothy J. Baroni
By Andrea Gargas

cont. page 8, see MUSHROOMS
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Bob Laeser, have been actively  
involved in management of this prai-
rie remnant for more than 10 years. 
In fact, they began managing the 
prairie before they owned the farm, 
cultivating a relationship with the 
previous owners which positioned 
them well to purchase the property 
when it went on the market. They 
have focused their management 
efforts on expanding the core rem-
nant area by removing encroaching 
woody species, and have paired the 
brush clearing work with regular 
prescribed fire. To promote the 
diversity of specialist prairie inverte-
brates at the site, Scott detailed how 
their prescribed fire routine consists 
of burning a ‘doughnut,’ with the hole  
of the doughnut remaining unburned  
to serve as a refuge for species  
negatively impacted by the burn.

The exceptional floristic diversity 
and late summer beauty of the prai-
rie remnant held the attention of our 
tour group for a long time. It took a 
marked increase in the intensity of 
the rain to convince us it was time 
to retreat to shelter and our waiting 

meal. Fortunately, Plowshares and 
Prairie Farm has a lovely, historic 
barn which served as a very classy 
venue for a potluck dinner. Scott, 
Bob, and Chelsea have carefully 
restored their 1885 barn to showcase 
the enduring elegance of many of 
the original features. Cantina lights 
twinkled between the beams as the 
rain pounded on the roof. I paused 
for a moment feeling gratitude to 

Scott and Chelsea for their hospitality 
and wonderful stewardship work. 
Then I jumped into the line for the 
food, appreciative as always of the 
culinary talents and good company 
of the BMAP community.

More information about Scott and 
Chelsea, their organic farm, and 
the historic barn can be found at 
www.plowsharesandprairie.com. 

FARM from page 3

In contrast, my enthusiasm and eye 
often overlooked the wet, valley 
bottoms of the Driftless Area as 
I assumed much of this bottom-
land would have been silted in by 
erosion, drained and changed by 
agriculture, or grazed out by dairy 
cows. However, what I have rightly 
learned from this summer’s suite 
of site visits is a far grander ap-
preciation for the verdant green 
of the bottomland as a few of the 
BMAP member properties I visited 
maintained remnant wet prairie 
and sedge meadow. What a lush 
and diverse landscape it presented! 
Dare I say more interesting than 
the upland prairie cousins? Even 
for those properties where grazing 
had heavily degraded the landscape, 
pockets of native sedges and hardy 

wet to mesic prairie plants persisted 
(look for boneset, joe pye, swamp 
milkweed, and hairy-fruited sedge, 
amongst others).

These bottomland remnant dis-
coveries led me to hypothesize (as 
surely others have) that the same 
(though inverse) set of soil char-
acteristics that protected the dry 
prairie uplands from the destruc-
tive effects of our human footprint 
also protected the bottomlands. Our 
Driftless valleys may still maintain 
intact wet to mesic prairie and sedge 
meadow habitat on soils that were 
too wet to plow or too difficult to tile 
and drain; on soils that were distant 
from the barn or farmstead and in-
accessible to cattle; or on lands that 
were simply forgotten and ignored 
as production intensified on the  
surrounding, more productive  
lands. As such, there is a great  

potential for our Driftless landscape 
to harbor a broad acreage of undis-
covered remnant bottomland wet to 
mesic prairie and sedge meadow.

These reflections justify and reinforce  
the importance of our collective 
stewardship of the southern  
Wisconsin landscape to protect the 
places we can, with the hopes that 
our work will connect the patch-
work of BMAP member properties 
into the larger landscape ‘quilt’ of 
restored and preserved habitat. It’s 
even more important that we be 
enjoining our efforts not just in the 
physical work of restoration but  
also in the social work of building  
a community of conservation; form-
ing relationships with our neighbors 
to generate awareness, excitement, 
and value for the remnant habitat 
yet to be ‘discovered.’

About 35 acres have been converted to prairie.
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ECOLOGIST from page 2



who has spent countless hours 
inventorying and advising restora-
tion on the land or trek to a  
remnant hillside prairie with the 
hosts. Those who visited the rem-
nant hillside delighted in a steep, 
dry prairie remnant scattered  
with aromatic aster, spotted bee 
balm, and sideoats grama, over 
which arched a dual rainbow 
amidst turbid skies. Here, half  
of the slope is burned at a time:  
recently, the fire line was cut by 
hand with such precision that Kris’s 
neighbor asked if he had, in a lack 
of sound judgment, taken his truck 
straight down the hill to cut it.

The streamside tour followed a 
trail through 6-foot tall joe pye 
weed plants to Legler School 
Branch, where this stretch of the 
stream starkly contrasted a 2004 
DNR survey description as a “box 
elder corridor... shaded and devoid 
of vegetation.” Instead, it held a 
diversity of native plants such as 

cream gentian, great angelica, and 
sawtooth sunflower — all growing 
toward the stream bank where 
boxelders had been removed and  
white oaks maintained. To combat  
dense reed canary grass in a nearby  
area, a grass-specific herbicide was 
applied, followed by the introduction 
of two native plants (hairy fruited 
sedge and marsh betony) in succes-
sion to compete with the grass and 
generate openings for native plants 
to establish, respectively.

The hillside prairie group completed 
their loop as the stormy skies gave 
way to a colorful sunset, and a 
large flock of bobolinks greeted the 
streamside tour group with bubbly  
chatter as they made their way 
back to the porch for provisions.

As the main course was prepared 
and beverages of a local hopped 
variety were shared, Kris and  
Penny remained surrounded by a  
flow of evening companions. All 
were eager to learn more about the 
process and ask questions specific 
to their own challenges, seeking 
good advice much like Kris and  
Penny found themselves a few 
decades ago.

And this time, Kris and Penny had 
experiences, recommendations – 
good advice – of their own to share.

V21 N3   — 8 —  BMAP Newsletter

CapBrew                             CapBrew

Capita lBrewery                Capi ta lBrewery

www.Capi ta lBrewery.com

Brewing Award-Winning 
Beer for Over 30 Years

Visit the first craft brewery in Wisconsin and 
the Midwest’s largest Bier Garten!

To schedule a private event in our Bier 
Garten, Bier Stube, or the new Grain Room,

call 608-826-1081 
or email cpisani@capitalbrewery.com.

Schedule a tour online and see our 240+ 
medals, Brunswick Bar, and authentic copper 

brewing kettles from Hoxter, Germany

Capital Brewery
7734 Terrace Avenue
Middleton, W 53562

608.826.7100

ADVICE from page 4

I found a good number of sub-
missions from north and central 
Mexico that are similar in appear-
ance to Oecanthus californicus, but 
have slight differences. They could 
potentially be a new species. There 
are other photos from northern 
California, Mexico, Central America 
and South America that are  
interestingly different, but would 
require more investigation to  
determine species.

Through the use of iNaturalist,  
I have been able to add several 
photographs to the Orthoptera  
Species File website. This is the 
main database for orthopterans. 
Some excellent photographs sub-
mitted by users, and details found 
in papers written by Dr. Thomas  
J. Walker, allowed me to ID species  
which had previously not had 
photographs available in papers or 
database websites (i.e. Neoxabea 
enodis and Oecanthus prolatus).

There are many user-created  
projects that folks can review. I 
started a Tree Crickets of the World 
project. With two simple clicks, I 
can add any photo of tree crickets 
outside of the U.S. to this project. 
One can then view these photos by 
entering Tree Crickets of the World. 
I also routinely ‘fave’ photos of 
great interest to me. I can then click 
on Favorites to bring these photos 
up on my screen for future review-
ing. It is equally easy to see all photos 
submitted from Wisconsin, or all 
insects from Wisconsin or all moths 
from Wisconsin.

If you want to keep track of all 
species found on your property 
(bugs, birds, mammals, plants, 
shrubs, trees, etc.), iNaturalist is an 
excellent website. For those with a 
special interest in a family or genus 
of bugs from around the world,  
I highly recommend joining  
iNaturalist. The website is  
www.inaturalist.org

 iNATURALIST from page 1

of fungal species, with scientific 
authorities for each name, along 
with common names if those are in 
use. Author Prof. Timothy Baroni is 
a Distinguished Professor of Biology 
at SUNY Cortland, and is a well-re-
spected international fungal expert, 
known for both his teaching and 
expertise on mushrooms. He has 
named 100 new species and also 9 
new fungal genera.

For an introductory field guide to  
fungi I also recommend “Mushrooms  
of the Northeast” by George Barron,  
(1999, reprinted 2016). It is less  
detailed, but includes a wider range  
of fungi and fungal-like slime molds. 

MUSHROOMS from page 6
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Interested in a Monarch Management Plan?
Monarch butterfly population 
levels are declining, and a major 
focus of the recovery effort is 
aimed at establishing and  
enhancing monarch habitat on 
private property. Many BMAP 
members, owners of private 
lands themselves, have an oppor-
tunity this year to get additional 
guidance on improving monarch 
habitat on their property.

BMAP members with properties located in the Southwest Savanna Ecoregion 
(see map) are eligible to receive a customized monarch management plan 
for their property. Plans will be written by Micah Kloppenburg, BMAP  
Outreach Ecologist, and are designed to outline actionable steps you can  
take to ensure your property provides high quality habitat for monarchs, 
such as recommendations on specific species to plant or when to time  
certain management activities.

This opportunity is offered to BMAP members via a regional monarch  
conservation effort funded by the National Fish and Wildlife Foundation.  
BMAP is a partner in this effort, along with several other conservation  
organizations, including Driftless Area Land Conservancy, The Prairie  
Enthusiasts, Wisconsin DNR and US Fish and Wildlife Service. Funding is 
available for 50 plans. In the event that demand surpasses 50, we will use  
a lottery system to select plan recipients.

Please contact Amy Alstad  
(amy@driftlessconservancy.org; 608-930-3252) with questions  
or to request a monarch management plan. 

Marci and Jim Hess Win 2018 Wildlife Habitat Development Award 
Lafayette County Land Conservation
Jim and Marci Hess have been working to restore their 50 acres to native 
ecosystems since 2005. Their land, called Driftless Prairies, is located south-
west of Blanchardville in The Driftless Area. It is a diverse assortment of 
remnant woods, prairies, and oak savannas as well as planted prairie. It 
includes dry to wet soil types, which makes for a nice variety of necessary 
wildlife habitats. The goal of their work is to create habitat for the many crit-
ters (birds, insects, amphibians, reptiles, and mammals) needing this type of 
landscape to survive. Over the years, they have documented 18 threatened 
and endangered (T&E) plant species, 18 T&E birds, one reptile, one amphib-
ian, and a handful of T&E insects, including a federally endangered bumble 
bee and numerous uncommon ones.

Jim serves on the Southern Wisconsin Trout Unlimited board and as the  
Conservation Chair. Marci serves on the Southwest Badger RC&D board  
and Editor of the BMAP newsletter. www.driftlessprairies.org

Funding for Prairie and  
Savanna Research
Michael Anderson, PBR Vice President

Prairie Biotic Research is an all-
volunteer, scientific public charity 
established in 2000 to foster biotic 
research in prairies and savannas. 
To achieve this goal we offer a Small 
Grants Program that funds grants 
up to $1500 for the study of any 
grassland taxon anywhere in the 
USA. Since 2002, we’ve awarded 
307 grants worth $309,253 to people 
in 37 states to study insects, plants, 
mammals, reptiles, slime molds, 
mycorrhizal fungi, spiders, snails, 
amphibians, birds, fish, invasive spe-
cies, effects of management, and the 
human dimensions of conservation. 

In 2019, we expect to fund at least 
25 grants of up to $1500 each with 
the donations we have received,  
including some restricted by donors  
for work in IA or WI. We support 
natural history and experimental 
projects. New this year is that any-
one who previously won funding, 
including during 2018, is welcome 
to submit proposals to further that 
same work or to support a new 
project. The application deadline  
is December 20, 2018. 

Visit prairiebioticresearch.org for 
grant details, the proposal form, 
and a sample researcher agreement  
form awardees must sign. You’ll 
also find several winning proposals 
for use as a model and a searchable 
catalog of project summaries with 
images. We anticipate that our 2019 
grant cycle will be the last for a 
period. We are going on sabbatical!

If you’re not a researcher but value 
our research and conservation 
efforts, you can provide tax-deduct-
ible financial support through our 
website: prairiebioticresearch.org. 
Any amount is welcome. We’re 100 
percent volunteer-run so our over-
head is extremely low. Please help 
us help others!

ANNOUNCEMENTS



Mt. Horeb
1740 Springdale Street

(608) 798-3961
crossplainsbank.com
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Conservation Conversations 2019
Restoration of Prairie, Wetland, and Oak Savanna: A Pragmatic Guide

Free and open to the public, bring a friend. For more information visit  
our web site at www.bluemounds.org or email info@bluemounds.org.  
All talks are held at the Mount Horeb branch of the State Bank of Cross Plains, 
1740 Business Hwy 18-151 E. (Main Street) in Mount Horeb (next to Culver’s  
Restaurant). Directions are on our web site. Refreshments will be served.

All talks this year will feature an “Open Forum” concept with shorter  
presentations and more time to answer specific questions, as well as,  
share experiences and discuss tips with the entire audience. 

Wetland Restoration  
Thursday, January 31, 7:00 pm
Patricia Trochlell, WI Master Naturalist instructor and retired WDNR  
Wetlands Ecologist 

Do you own or manage wetlands or have an interest in wetland restoration? 
Come learn about how you can evaluate, restore and manage wetlands.  
Pat will describe techniques that you can use from simple improvements  
to full-scale restoration.

Patricia Trochlell is a wetland ecologist who worked for WDNR for over  
37 years. She is a licensed Professional Soil Scientist and Professional  
Hydrologist. She is on the boards of the Empire-Sauk Chapter of The 
Prairie Enthusiasts and the Invasive Plants Association of Wisconsin and 
teaches a Master Naturalist class.

Oak Savanna Restoration 

Thursday, February 14, 7:00 pm
Nate Fayram, WDNR State Natural Areas Manager

Nate will present on managing oak savannas and woodlands in the Driftless 
Area, including common techniques, their appropriate tools and application, 
and troubleshooting common problems. Nate is the Southwest Field Ecologist 
for Wisconsin DNR’s Bureau of Natural Heritage Conservation. He, along 
with his hard-working crew, manages State Natural Areas that protect 
the best remaining examples of prairies, savannas, wetlands, and forests 
in Southwest Wisconsin. The presentation will be followed by an open 
forum, so bring your ecologist report or management questions to make 
the most of the evening!

Prairie Restoration (& Annual Meeting) 
Thursday, February 28, 7:00 pm
Neil Diboll, President of Prairie Nursery

Neil will share “Five Steps for Successful Prairie Establishment,” a guide to 
doing it right the first time, after which the open forum starts. Neil Diboll is 
the president of Prairie Nursery located in Westfield WI. A pioneer in the  
native plant industry and recognized internationally as an expert in native 
plant community ecology, Neil has dedicated his life to the propagation 
of native plants and their promotion as uniquely beautiful, ecologically 
beneficial and sustainable solutions for landscapes and gardens. 

EVENTS



Our Mission:
Blue Mounds Area Project is a community–based organization that seeks to 
inspire, inform and empower private landowners in the southwestern Wisconsin 
region to enjoy, protect and restore native biodiversity and ecosystem health. 

Our Objectives:
1) Promote understanding, appreciation and conservation of native woodlands, 

prairies, wetlands and savannas and their special species in an economically 
viable manner, through community outreach programs and private contacts.

2) Act as a clearing house for information from people and organizations  
involved in preserving native biodiversity including information about plant, 
animal and habitat identification, management, restoration, seed sources,  
native plant nurseries and invasive, nonnative species.

3) Encourage cooperative, volunteer restoration and management activities.

4) Identify public and private land use changes that may affect ecosystem health 
and promote community–based stewardship of the unique natural heritage 
of the Blue Mounds and the southwestern region of Wisconsin. 

 
The Blue Mounds Area Project Newsletter is published three times yearly. 
We welcome your comments, submissions, and advertisements. 

Deadlines for submissions for 2019 newsletters:  
Spring Newsletter — March 1, 2019 
Summer Newsletter — July 1, 2019 
Fall Newsletter —October 15, 2019 

Send submissions to: newsletter@bluemounds.org 
Editor: Marci Hess, mhess5599@gmail.com — Designer: Julie Raasch, jul@creative-zoo.com

 
Blue Mounds Area Project Membership Form

Name(s):  

Address: 

City: State:  Zip:   

E-mail address: 

Membership Status: 

m Renewal m New Member m Gift Membership for

Membership Level: 

m Student $15 m Basic $30 m Contributor $50  m Supporter $100 m Sponsor $500 m Patron $1000  
m Other contribution to further the BMAP mission  

TOTAL    
Make check payable and return to: Blue Mounds Area Project, PO Box 332, Mount Horeb, WI 53572

m Yes, I would like to receive information about site visits.

**All contributions are tax–deductible to the fullest extent of the law.**

 
BMAP Board of Directors

Carroll Schaal, Acting  

President, Treasurer

James MacDonald, Secretary

Amy Alstad 
Mike Anderson
Anna Healy
Jennifer Thieme

Micah Kloppenburg, Ecologist 

ecologist@bluemounds.org
 
 
If you are interested in  
assisting or volunteering 
for Blue Mounds Area  
Project, please contact us: 

info@bluemounds.org 
608-561-2627  
(608-561-BMAP)
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HAVE YOU EXPIRED??

“Look deep into nature and then you 
will understand everything better.”

— Albert Einstein

facebook.com/BMAPcommunity

Blue Mounds Area Project
 P.O.Box 332
 Mt. Horeb, WI 53572

Please check the address label for your membership expiration date.
If you’re receiving a complimentary or trial copy, please consider joining.


